
Broken Arrow Elementary 

WE HONOR THE GREATNESS IN YOU 

From the Principal—Brian McCaffrey 

I want to take this opportunity to welcome all new and returning families back to what I know will 
be a great school year at Broken Arrow Elementary!  We had a great turn out for “Sneak Peek/
Meet the Teacher Night”!  It was nice meeting new families and seeing returning families during 
this event.  I want to thank our wonderful PTA for providing popsicles for this fun event. 
 
As always, we have some new faces at Broken Arrow this year.  Sunny Halsted will be supporting 
Broken Arrow and Cordley Elementary this year as a Learning Coach.  Andrew Schinnerer will also 
be supporting two schools, South Middle School and Broken Arrow, as School Psychologist.  Roxan-
na Hess will be partnering with Broken Arrow and South Middle School as Health Office Assistant.  
Amy Rzadczynski will be joining our special education team as an Inter Related Resource Teacher.  
Brianna Anglin and Sally Burger will also be joining our special education team as IRR Paras.  I know 
that we will all make our new staff members feel welcome to the Broken Arrow Community. 
 
There are just a couple of reminders about the beginning of the school year. Our start and end 
time on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays are 8:00 am-3:05 pm.  On Wednesdays our 
start and end time is 8:00 am-1:35 pm.  Breakfast students should arrive no earlier than 7:30 am.  
Adult supervision will begin at 7:30 am and breakfast students will be asked to go down to the 
cafeteria at that time.  We want your students to be safe in the mornings, so please do not drop 
them off before 7:30 am.  Parents are doing a great job with the traffic flow in and out of our park-
ing lot.  Please continue to be respectful to other drivers and watch for students crossing the lot.  
Please do not park in the drop off lane in the mornings to walk your student into the building.  You 
can park in the lot if you need to come into the building for any reason.  Also, we are not allowed 
to double park anywhere in the lot or block the handicap parking lanes.  Always make sure that 
there is a lane for other drivers to exit our parking lot and please do not block the crosswalk.  
Thank you for being patient entering and exiting during pick up and drop off. 
 
We are excited to have the Boys and Girls Club Program up and going once again this year.  We 
have had an average of 50-60 students attending daily since the beginning of school.  This program 
runs from school dismissal until 6:00 pm each day and provides our students with a safe and nur-
turing environment where they receive a healthy snack, time to study, art and physical activity 
opportunities.  Trei Dudley is our area director and serves Quail Run Elementary as well.  Her con-
tact information is Trei Dudley tdudley@bgclk.org. 
 
Finally, I just want to remind families that Broken Arrow will recognize your student for making 
good decisions and doing the right thing.  We have a school wide program that is designed to sup-
port the specific academic, behavioral, and social needs of all students.  This program is called CI3T 
(Comprehensive Integrated Three Tiered Models of Prevention).  As part of the CI3T plan, students 
will earn Eagle Excellence Tickets for following school wide expectations such as respecting others, 
being responsible, and presenting best effort.  They will turn their tickets into their teachers for 
rewards in the classroom and for school wide rewards periodically.    
 
We are off to a great start!  As always, please contact me if you have questions.  
 
READING AND MATH INTERVENTIONS—Lawrence Public Schools offers reading and math interven-
tion programs at each elementary school for students who may need additional support in these 
areas. The intent of an intervention program is to provide the greatest amount of support in the 
early grades. At the beginning of the school year, all students are screened. Based on these results 
some students are identified for additional reading and math services from a teacher or ISA. Inter-
ventions are provided in the classroom or as a pull–out program for 15-30 minutes per day per 
subject. If your child is selected to receive the service the child’s teacher will notify you before the 
intervention begins. The school’s goal is for each child to achieve to their fullest potential. If you 
have any questions regarding the program, please contact Brian McCaffrey, Principal at 832-5600 
or Ellen Willits, Assistant Director—Learning and Instructional Resources at 832-5000. 
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Calendar of Events 

September 
Check out the website calendar for 

up-to-date information. 

 

 

1 Vision/Hearing Screen-

ings—Grades K-3 and 

5th Grade 

4 No School, Labor Day 

6 First Fortissimo Rehears-

al—Fourth and Fifth 

Grades 

7 BA Eagle Bank—9:45 am 

11 PTA Meeting—6:30 pm 

13 4th Grade Parent’s Tech 

Night—5:30 pm 

20 Culture Day 

25 Student Fall Portraits—

Lifetouch 

29 5th Grade—Douglas 

County Water Festival 

mailto:tdudley@bgclk.org


SCHEDULES /
PROCEDURES 

LUNCH SCHEDULES 

11:05 AM-11:30 AM  KINDERGARTEN 

AND 5TH GRADES 

11:35 AM-12:00 PM  FIRST AND 

SECOND GRADES 

12:05 PM-12:30 PM  THIRD AND 

FOURTH GRADES 

PARENTS ARE WELCOME TO EAT 

LUNCH WITH THEIR STUDENT. THE 

PRICE OF AN ADULT MEAL IS $3.55. 

FOOD FROM OUTSIDE VENDORS IS 

NOT PERMITTED IN OUR CAFETERIA. 

 
Upcoming Activities/Events/Deadlines 

The Lawrence Public School District has partnered with the KU Child Behavior Lab to conduct a 
student climate survey.  We are asking parents of youth in Lawrence Public Schools to allow their 
children to participate. If you say yes, your child will be asked to answer a series of questions 
while at school. This information will help professionals and the school district to identify ways to 
improve the school environment by reducing bullying and other negative behaviors.  You can 
provide consent in one of 3 ways: online via at http://bit.ly/KULPS, by emailing a signed copy to 
ChildBehaviorLabKU@gmail.com, or turning in a signed copy of the consent to the box in the 
office of your child’s school.  You can contact the KU Child Behavior Lab at (785) 864-7830 or at 
ChildBehaviorLabKU@gmail.com with any questions you may have.  

Vision and Hearing Screenings—Students in 

grades K-3rd and 5th grade will have vision 

and hearing screenings on September 1. Par-

ents will be contacted if there are any con-

cerns and students may be rechecked in a few 

weeks if needed. Please call Jodi Kennedy, 

School Nurse, if you have any concerns re-

garding your child’s hearing, vision or health 

during the school year.  

 

Culture Day—Scheduled for September 20, 

students in participating classes will work with 

their family, at home, to create something 

that shares their culture or a tradition they 

follow. This is a learning opportunity for all 

and we look forward to celebrating and learn-

ing together about the many different cul-

tures represented at Broken Arrow.  

 

Picture Day—Monday, September 25, is pic-

ture day! Be sure that your child is dressed for 

their fall school picture. Lifetouch Photog-

raphy will send proofs home through school 

at a later date for parents to decide if they 

want to purchase photographs. 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences—The sign up 

sheets for conferences on November 8 and 9 

are posted on a wall in the commons area. If 

you did not sign up during Sneak Peek please 

be sure to sign up as soon as possible. Parents 

that do not sign up will be assigned a time by 

the child’s teacher closer to the dates.  

 

Fortissimo—It’s that time of year-Fortissimo 

Choir is starting up again on September 6. All 

fourth and fifth graders are invited to partici-

pate in this before school choir that meets 

from 7:20-7:50 am in the music room on C 

days. Sign up forms went out the last week of 

August and extras are available from Mrs. 

Epperson (mepperso@usd497.org) and are 

due by our first rehearsal on September 6.  
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Student/Parent Directory 

School Climate Survey 

As a courtesy to parents, a school directory is published each fall. Information listed in the direc-

tory will include classroom assignment, student’s legal first and last names, student’s residential 

address and the parent name and home or cell phone number for this address as listed on the 

Enrollment Confirmation Sheet or Skyward online enrollment. If a parent not residing at the 

residential address would like their information added we will try to accommodate this request. 

Any requests for changes to the above information must be sent in writing to the office by Friday, 

9/8. If a written refusal is not filed with Broken Arrow, we assume that there is no objection to 

the release of the above information. Please place this directory where it can be used for future 

reference as we will only be providing one per student per school year.  

ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES 

Parents are requested to contact the 

office before 8:30 am to report an ab-

sence or tardy. You may also contact your 

child’s teacher to request homework. 

 

Broken Arrow will follow attendance and 

truancy procedures as stated in Board 

Policy and the Community Handbook. 

 

PHONE CALLS AND MESSAGES FOR STU-

DENTS AND STAFF 

Phone calls to staff during school hours, 

Tuesday staff meetings and Wednesday 

collaboration time will be sent to voice 

mail to avoid disruptions to classroom 

teaching, learning and planning. 

 

We request that after-school plans be 

finalized and communicated to your child 

before drop off in the morning. If you 

need to have an emergency message 

given to your child please call before 2:30 

pm. Since situations may arise that pre-

vent staff from checking voice mail or 

email before dismissal time you should 

not leave ANY messages for your child on 

voice mail or email. 

 

If your daily schedule varies please work 

out a system with your child so that they 

know before school what they are sup-

posed to do at the end of the school day.  

 

All messages for Boys & Girls Club should 

be delivered to the BGC Area Director for 

Broken Arrow, Trei Dudley, at 785 813-

6879. 

 

http://bit.ly/KULPS
mailto:ChildBehaviorLabKU@gmail.com
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The Broken Arrow Community, Where Everyone Is Both A Teacher And A Learner! 

Backsnack Nutrition Club will be starting the end of September. Backsnack Nutrition Club is a 
food program open to all students. It is sponsored by Harvesters Community Food Network. The 
program provides a weekly backpack filled with nutritious, child friendly food for school children 
to take home over the weekend. Please contact Ms. Mantooth, cmantoot@usd497.org or 330-
2558, if you would like your child/children to participate. 
 
Is your child interested in being part of a leadership team? Fall Leadership Teams are posted on 
the front hall bulletin board.  Leadership Teams provide hands on opportunities for students to 
help plan, put together and implement an activity that supports Broken Arrow. This fall’s leader-
ship activities are Anti-Bully Awareness Week, Anti-Bully Poster Judges, Red Ribbon Week and a 
Community Service Project for Care and Compassion. Students must fill out an application as if 
they were applying for a job. The applications are reviewed and students are “hired” to fill the 
“job” opening. Applications are also located on the front hall bulletin board.  
 
The September All School Reward will be Friday, September 22. Students will be able to turn in 

Eagle Excellence Tickets to participate in an activity chosen by the CI3T team for the month. Fifth 

graders will announce what each month’s reward will be prior to the scheduled date for students 

to decide whether they want to trade their tickets for the activity.  

PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS—If you have ques-

tions regarding PTA or any PTA sponsored 

activities you may now contact board mem-

bers at brokenarrowptalawrence@gmail.com 

and you may follow PTA on Facebook for 

updates on PTA activities and events.  

The BA PTA Board Members are: Amy 

Sanchez, President; Marlo Cohen, Secretary; 

and Whitney Owecke, Treasurer.  

Marathon Club—Please watch for information 

from the PTA regarding the start of Marathon 

Club in September. Members will meet on 

Mondays and Thursdays once the club is up 

and running. Answers to any of your ques-

tions can be found on the front page of the 

packet sent home with your child or by con-

tacting Bamarathonclub@gmail.com 

BUSINESS PARTNERS ANNOUNCEMENTS—

Our Business Partners this year are Central 

National Bank, Pet World, Premier Martial 

Arts and Raising Cane’s. 

The Central National Bank BA Eagle Bank 
Application was sent home with students in 
Friday folders, and is online under News-
letters, for families interested in setting up an 
account. The BA Eagle Bank is usually held at 
9:45 am on the first Thursday of the month 
and is scheduled for Thursday, September 7.  

SITE COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS—Site Coun-
cil meetings have been scheduled and are on 
the BA website calendar.  

LAWRENCE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION—Are you 
looking for an easy way to support the Law-
rence Schools Foundation without spending a 
penny? Take advantage of these free commu-
nity programs which donate a portion of their 
sales back to the Foundation, so we can turn 
those dollars into assistance for our schools. 

Signing up with HyVee Dollars 4 Scholars,  
Dillons Rewards and Amazon Smiles are three 
easy ways to get money back to the schools 
without costing you anything. Learn more 
about these programs at https://
www.usd497.org/domain/6568 
 
Learn more about what we do and how you 
can help us enrich the education of all stu-
dents in the Lawrence Public Schools by vis-
iting our website at 
www.LawrenceSchoolsFoundation.org, liking 
us on Facebook 
(@LawrenceSchoolsFoundation) and follow-
ing us on Twitter (@LawSchoolsFndn). 

 
 

 

We Would Like to Show Our Appreciation and 
Congratulations to…. 

PTA, Site Council and Business Partners 

CHARACTER TRAITS 

Respect 

Self Respect 

Compassion 

Acceptance 

Responsibility 

Citizenship 

Accomplishment 

Perseverance 

Check out the front hall bulletin board for 

information about Leadership Team op-

portunities.  

“Character” is...Doing the Right Thing 

When Nobody is Watching. 

SUNDA,  

NOVEMBER 6!! 

We will be recycling the safety 

glasses donated by The University 

of Kansas to Astronomers With-

out Borders  to redistribute to 

schools in  South America and 

Asia for the 2019 eclipse.  

mailto:brokenarrowptalawrence@gmail.com
https://www.usd497.org/domain/6568
https://www.usd497.org/domain/6568
http://www.LawrenceSchoolsFoundation.org


The Board encourages patrons and parents to visit the district facilities but visits must be sched-

uled in advance. Please contact Mr. McCaffrey if you would like to visit a classroom and he and 

the teacher will suggest a date and time when a planned classroom activity would lend itself to 

an observation. 

All parents, classroom volunteers and visitors will enter through the main door, check in at the 

office window and, if needed, will be allowed access to the main office to sign in and obtain a 

badge before proceeding to a classroom. Office personnel will assist with getting forgotten items 

to students as needed. 

If a student must be picked up during school hours, then the authorized person picking the stu-

dent up must come to the office and sign the student out. Students will not be released to per-

sons other than a parent/legal guardian unless the parent authorizes this action on the Enroll-

ment Confirmation Sheet or the office receives a phone call from a verifiable phone number or 

written note from the parent/guardian authorizing permission. Persons attempting to attend an 

event during school hours (including lunch) or leave a message for a student will also be verified 

against information on the Enrollment Confirmation Sheet/Skyward Student Profile.  

PLEASE BE PREPARED TO PROVIDE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION IF REQUESTED.  

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Visitors and Volunteers BROKEN ARROW ELEMENTARY 

HOURS 

8:00 AM—3:05 PM ON MONDAY, 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 

8:00 AM— 1:35 PM ON WEDNESDAY 

STUDENTS MAY ENTER THE BUILD-

ING AT 7:30 AM FOR BREAKFAST AND  

7:50 AM FOR BEFORE SCHOOL CLASS-

ROOM SUPERVISION.  

STUDENTS SHOULD BE PICKED UP 

WITHIN 10 MINUTES OF DISMISSAL 

TIME .  

 

BROKEN ARROW ELEMENTARY 

2704 LOUISIANA ST 

LAWRENCE KS 66046 

PHONE: 785.832.5600 

FAX: 785.832.5602 

WEBSITE address 

http://usd497.org/brokenarrow 

 

FREQUENTLY REQUESTED PHONE 

NUMBERS 

330-2593  Mr. McCaffrey, Principal 

330-2558  Ms. Mantooth, Counselor 

330-4807  Health Clinic 

330-4571  Food Service Office 

841-3594  First Student 

 

Please use our Broken Arrow 

Community Handbook, monthly 

newsletters and website to keep 

informed about district and school 

policies, upcoming events and 

activities and student, staff, school 

and parent accomplishments. 

 

We use Skyward Message Center to 

email families reminders and 

information that can’t wait until the 

next newsletter. Please update your 

email address with the office as 

needed. 

 

Office personnel update the website 

calendar as soon as they are made 

aware of an event/activity.  

 

Friday folders are sent home each 

week which may contain handouts 

from Broken Arrow and Lawrence 

Public Schools as well as information 

from your child’s classroom.  

 

Handouts from outside the school 

district are not sent home with 

students. (BoE policy) 

Contacting Staff Members—The easiest way to contact staff is through e-mail. You can access their 

email addresses through the district and school websites. If you do not have Internet access, you may 

call the office and your call will be sent to their voicemail.  

Guardianship of Students/Child Custody—In cases where there is a divorce or separation, each 

parent should understand that either parent has full access to the child enrolled in our school unless 

there has been legal action that restricts access. If there has been legal action that restricts one of the 

parents from access to the child, a copy of such legal action must be on file with the Principal. Such 

documents must be filed, stapled and signed by a judge. The custodial parent is requested to present 

such documentation to the office to effectively enforce requests for restricted access. 

Lost and Found—Please be sure and check for your child’s missing clothes in a timely manner. Items 

not claimed will be donated to a local organization within a reasonable time frame.  

Paying for Lunches—All students may participate in the breakfast and lunch program. Breakfast is 

served from 7:30-7:50 am in order for students to finish and arrive in class by 8:00 am. Students that 

arrive in class after 8:00 am are tardy. You may pay food service online or with cash/check in the 

office or kitchen. Please note that the school office does not keep any money to make change and 

does not keep track of what payments were received in the office for the cafeteria. If payment is cash 

we recommend that you take the payment to the kitchen in person to receive a receipt. If you do 

decide to send cash to the office, to hold for pick up by cafeteria personnel, it must be in an envelope 

with the child’s first and last name and amount on the outside of the envelope. Envelopes are 

available in the office for food service payments.  

Updating Student Information—Skyward is the district student management system that stores your 

child’s information such as attendance and demographic information. Anytime there is a change in 

telephone numbers, address, email, emergency contacts or other personal information, please 

request an update through Skyward or with office personnel.  

Volunteering at School—We love our volunteers! If you would like to volunteer we recommend that 

you contact the teacher and let him/her know you are interested in volunteering and allow them to 

get back to you with a starting date and time. Staff may ask that you wait a few weeks to allow 

teachers and students the opportunity to become acquainted with each other and their classroom 

routine before introducing another adult into the classroom. Please read the Volunteer Guide before 

or at your first meeting with the teacher.  

 

Handouts under September Newsletter on the Broken Arrow website include:  K-12 Students 

Semester Bus Pass-Lawrence Transit System, BGC Recruitment Letter, School Volunteer Guide, CNB 

Application for Eagle Bank 


